
The 2021 cherry season was a challenging one in most parts of Europe. It started out with several frost events 
just before or during flowering followed by unusual cold weather in the period of pollination. Later came windy and 
chilly conditions in Central Europe, flooding in Netherlands and the west of Germany, and more cold weather, i.e., 
in the UK. 

In general, those weather conditions have led to yields 
below average as the lower setting was not compen-
sated fully by bigger fruits. Quality has been relatively 
good, except for the areas which have suffered from 
flooding. 
It is hard to conclude something general on the 2021 
season, as the results vary from region to region. But 
the season has once again reminded us that even 
though we are constantly improving the knowledge and 
technical skills related to cherry production, nature is 

still an important – and unpredictable – factor. Look-
ing to the future, this factor will not be less important, 
and we therefore continuously need to develop ways to 
mitigate the risks related to growing cherries.
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Flooded orchards in Netherlands, Germany, and 
Denmark caused ideal conditions for diseases. A 
real challenge for several growers, although the 
self-ventilating VOEN covers caused a drier mi-
cro-climate compared to other types of covers, 
leading to lower disease pressure.

The flexible VOEN design enables the cover to move 
and the flaps to open with the wind. Therefore, 
hardly any damages were observed after the un-
usual heavy thunderstorms in June 2021 in South-
ern Germany and Switzerland. 



VOEN introduced a new hibernation system in spring 
2021. Like for the traditional system, the VOEN cover is 
hibernated at the top cable during winter. What makes 
the new system unique is a newly developed high 
durable protection cover which is permanently fixed at 
the top cable. All clips and bungees are attached to this 
cover, which means that no loose items are carried in 
the field during the hibernation process.

The VOEN Hibernation System 2.0 was tested by a 
group of growers during 2020, and the good experienc-
es from last year were confirmed during the 2021 sea-
son. One of the first companies to try it out in practice 
was the 10 ha sweet cherry grower, Bredemosegaard 
in Denmark, who installed 3 ha’s in 2020. 

The new VOEN Hibernation System is very easy to open 
in spring, which allows us to react quickly in case of nigh 
frost” says the owner, Søren Ladefoged, and continues: 
“For us, the biggest advantage is during the hibernation 
process after the season. With the new system we drive 
with 3 persons at the platform who spend around 4 hours 
to hibernate one hectare. This is less than half the time we 
normally need, and we thereby save a lot of labor costs”

he fact that there are no longer any loose clips or 
bungees in the field, also means that no items are lost 
during the process. And it ensures that the protection 
cover is always installed correctly, preventing any 
movements during stormy weather in wintertime. 
The VOEN Hibernation System 2.0 is available for all 
new VOEN cover installations.

VOEN Hibernation System 2.0

All clips and bungees are permanently fixed to the hibernation cover.

See a demonstration of the hibernation process here 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hWUsH73DPsg


We are confident that our new team members will facilitate a professional service locally as well as contrib-
ute to the global VOEN network. 

To meet the increasing demand for the unique VOEN Covering System, we are constantly developing our network 
of sales partners, who are your local experts when it comes to new projects as well as service and support of 
existing installations.
We are proud to introduce 3 new members of our VOEN Sales Partners Team:

SAM BUSH
will replace Franklin Trouw, who decided to retire after long 
career both as a grower and sales partner. Sam will support the 
Australian and New Zealand markets from his location in Albury, 
NSW. Sam has a practical horticultural background and more 
than 15 years of experience from the vegetable seed business.

ROBERTO JOHOW
just started as a full-time sales partner for Chile, Argentina and 
Peru. We are experiencing a stronger demand especially for the 
Chilenean cherry and blueberry producers, and we are therefore 
very pleased to be able to offer a local support. Roberto is based 
in Santiago, Chile, and he brings a lot of experience from a long 
career in the horticultural business.

LUKAS STECHMANN
replaced Dirk Bohn as responsible for Altes Land, North Germa-
ny. Lukas has grown up in his parent’s fruit orchard, and he has 
a strong practical experience as the family farm are happy users 
of VOEN covers for their cherries.

New VOEN Sales Representatives



It is no longer big news that the global 
supply of goods is under pressure. Demand 
on consumer goods and construction ma-
terials is high, prices on raw materials are 
increasing, and freight rates are going up. 
This situation is having a huge impact on 
many businesses, and we at VOEN are of 
course also facing some challenges. 
Due to a long-term stable partnership with 
our suppliers, we have been able to pur-
chase raw materials for our covers almost 
at the planned schedule the last 12 months. 
We therefore have sufficient stock to meet 
the expected demand for the coming sea-
son. However, it will be very hard to get 
hold of additional material or special items 
on short notice, and we therefore recom-
mend you to contact us earlier than normal 
for new enquiries. 

With the lift of most COVID-19 restrictions we plan to join several exhibitions during the coming winter. Look for the 
VOEN booth at the following events:

Global supply situation

Upcoming events

Visit the brand new VOEN website at www.voen.de
for more news and information about our covering solutions. 


